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REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES 
 
Request to review the current advertising policy 
 
1. SUMMARY 
 
Correspondence has been received from several advertising companies 
requesting that advertisements be allowed which cover the whole of a hackney 
carriage. Two of the companies have clients that have specifically requested that 
their advertisements be allowed on Nottingham City Council licensed hackney 
carriages. 
 
Other advertising companies have expressed an interest in advertisements that 
cover both front and rear doors, the whole of the side of a vehicle from front to 
back, and/or on the roof of vehicles. 
 
Copies of those letters and some examples of all over advertising are attached at 
the end of this report. 
 
The existing policy was last reviewed in April 1995. 
 
2 RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
That the existing policy remains unchanged. 
 
3 BACKGROUND 
 
The Council adopted its current policy for advertising at a meeting of the 
Environment (Licensing) Sub Committee on 5th July 1995. A copy of that policy is 
attached at the end of this report. The existing policy was introduced after 
discussion with the trade representatives. 
 
Section 47 (2) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 
allows a local authority to require any hackney carriage licensed by them to be of 
such design or appearance or bear such distinguishing marks as shall clearly 
identify it as a hackney carriage. The existing advertising policy states that 
hackney carriages must be in a corporate colour and display the City Coat of 
Arms on the front doors, thus allowing them to be easily distinguished from 
private hire vehicles.  



Adhering to this policy will become even more significant as neighbouring 
districts change their policies to accommodate purpose built hackney carriages, 
particularly in the case of two neighbouring districts where the same all over 
vehicle advertisement could be approved, causing some confusion if both 
vehicles happen to be in the same area. Advertisements, such as the “Christmas 
campaign” run on a local radio station, referred to identifying City hackney 
carriages as green vehicles. All over advertising would detract from that message 
making it harder to know which vehicles were licensed by the City to ply for hire. 
This in turn could lead to increased illegal plying for hire by drivers of 
neighbouring hackney carriages as they perceive a possible opportunity to poach 
customers looking for City licensed hackney carriages. 
 
4 PROPOSALS 
 
That the current policy remains unchanged 
 
5 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
None 
 
6 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Any person aggrieved by a policy of the Council may challenge that policy by 
way of a judicial review. 
 
7 OBSERVATIONS OF OTHER OFFICERS 
 
None 
 
8 EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS 
 
None 
 
9. CORPORATE OBJECTIVES 
 
The existing policy allows for the identification of a hackney carriage both by 
design, colour and by the City Coat of Arms on the front door. Thus helping to 
provide a recognisably safe mode of transport for the travelling public. 
 
 
10 BEST VALUE 
 
None 
 
 
 



11 List of background papers other than published works or those 
disclosing confidential or exempt information 

 
None 
 
12 Published documents referred to in compiling this report 
 
Advertising Policy for wheelchair accessible hackney carriages. 
 
Correspondence received from Nottingham Licensed Taxi Owner and Drivers 
Association. 
 
Images of all over advertising on hackney carriages. 
 
Images of rear door advertising on hackney carriages. 
 
13 Copyright Acknowledgement 
 
Nottingham City Council has adopted a policy of making agendas and reports 
available for public inspection by electronic means. Where material from sources 
other than the City Council is reproduced either in whole or in part as part of a 
Committee report, copyright of such material is acknowledged. 
 
Where the copyright holder of such material objects to the practice of its further 
publication for viewing by electronic means, they should contact the officer(s) 
named below in the first instance who will arrange for its removal. 
 
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
 
Lawrence House 
 
Contact Officer:  Jim Mortell 
Telephone Number:  0115 9156543 
Email:    Jim.Mortell@nottinghamcity.gov.uk 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


